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Pioneer for a New CenturyMeet Rose Wilder, Laura Ingalls Wilder's daughter, and the last of the

Little House girls.Rose and her parents, Laura and Almanzo, say good-bye to Ma and Pa Ingalls

and Laura's sisters. In a covered wagon containing all their possessions, they make their way

across the drought-stricken Midwest to the lush green valleys of southern Missouri. The journey is

long and not always easy, but at the end is the promise of a new home and a new life for the

Wilders.Little House on Rocky Ridge is the first book in The Rose Years, an ongoing series about

another spirited girl from America's most beloved pioneer family.
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I remember being about 8 years old when "The Rose Years" series of books originally debuted with

"Little House on Rocky Ridge," an easily pleasing story for readers who enjoyed Laura Ingalls

Wilder's original books. Now, with the entire "Little House" collection (including Laura's stories and

the tales written about her mother Caroline, grandmother Charlotte, and great-grandmother Martha)

getting a little makeover with these brand-new editions, there are a couple of things to keep in mind

before buying.If you remember when this book first came out in 1993, you may recall that it



contained 368 pages. This condensed version--complete with the photographic cover of an

adorable little rosy-cheeked child--is comprised of only 176 pages.I was stunned when I discovered

that the new editions of these books (except for the original 9 from Laura's collection) will all be

made up of abridged text. The updated covers are one thing. Okay, they wanted to maintain the

stories' "contemporary relevance" with these flashy new covers, also eliminating the Garth Williams

illustrations that helped make the series so successful in the first place. This is at least

understandable, but passing these stories off in condensed versions is both inappropriate and

unacceptable for books that are so timeless and important for all generations.I am not usually the

type to get upset about things like this, but because I remember reading these Rose stories as a

child, I feel compelled to at least let consumers here know exactly what they are purchasing. I just

happened to get a close-up look of the back cover on the Internet, and if I hadn't seen the tiny word

"abridged" on the bottom, then I would have been very quick to purchase this.
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